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SECOND EPISTLE OF THE PRESIDENCY OF THE AUSTRA- : 


LASIAN MISSION. 
To the Sainte and Inhabitants of Australasia.— Greeting. 


Beloyed Brethren and sisters, the times in which we live are 
age of the world, and there is no 


nt degre eed by event 

it i all the inhabitants of 

eir in the 
exes Ue 

next? thow ill 


Cringe What i become of the world? So influenced 
are the } i that dread and ter- 
. ; of the humble and 


quailing within them in fear of that which’ 
y amongst the 


and embarressment, and 

by should ok withchristian nations, if 

the ates teat in ancient times with 
ey ere fh hia commandment at times 


the end thereof, but also giving # such 
tions and counsel, relative to their proceedings, so er of God 
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grope in darkness, as blind men, not knowing whither they are going, nor 
what will befall them. - This ignorance and insecurity perplexes disturbs 
them—they look for light but behold obscurity—for brightness but their | 
darkiteds is increasing—+tor salvation but it is far from im 
_ gressing and lying against the Lord, by saying that the a organiza- 
tion and powers, or blessing of the gospel are no longer needed, they have 
spaken Ate rn against His servants, revolted against His authority, and 
conceived and uttered from their hearts words of falsehood against His pro- 
phe Joseph Smith and the Saints of Latter-days. 

Whilst this is the condition of the world, yet we as a people are far from 
this sad state, whilst the nations of the earth are mourning, we are rejoicing 
in the blessings of the everlasting gospel, revealed by the angel shown in a 
- vision to John on the Isle of Potmas, (see Rev. 14, 6,) and this gospel is 
being preached to the world by the Elders of Israel, who have been called 
and.set apart to. that authority, through the. Holy Priesthood restored to the 
prophet Joseph Smith, through the ministration of Peter, James, and John, 
who last held the keys of the Holy Apostleship. It is required of these 
messengers, that they not only call upon all men everywhere to repent 
and obey the gospel, but they are also to declare that the hour of 
fod’ Seddbinents is come, and they call on all who fear the Lord and 
desire His protection, to come out of Babylon, (the confused nations of the 
éarth,) to the place of safety; even the chambers of the Lord, predicted of by 
_ Isaiah, who was also shown the Temple of the Lord, built in the tops of the 

mountains, where the ways of the Lord would be made known to the righte - 
ous of all nations who should flee there in obedience to God's commands, 
there they should be free from the iniquitious power and oppression of the 
rebellious nations of the earth; there they should be able to walk in the 
paths (laws and ordinances) of the Lord, paths that. will lead to glory and 
exaltation in the kingdom of God. 
_ Amongst others that have been sent to preach this Gospel of the kingdom 
to the nations’ of the earth, we, by the commandment of God, came to these 
lands to minister the words and ordinances of. life and salvation to as many 
as would receive the same ; we wéte also commanded to dedicate ourselves. 
and families into the hands of the Lord, and to yo forth ‘without purse or 
script, sien upon the bounties of strangers for shelter, food, and rai- 
ment. ‘This we did cheerfully for the gospél’s.sake, “ knowing it to be the 
‘ power of God unto salvation to ajl them that believe.” And the Lord has 
not left us without a testimony, that He ‘has been with us to literally fulfil 
the blessing placed’ upon our heads by the servants of God. The spirit of 
the Lord has-been our counsellor, opening up our way, lighting up our path’ 
when it has been obscure, providing for our necessities, blessifig our adminis- 
trations whether in word fr Seed, many have believed and obeyed the gos- 
pel, and are rejoiceing in ‘the blessing thereof, looking anxiously for the 
time when they shall gather to the “home of the Saints,” where they may 
learn the way of the Lord ‘more'perfectly. The sick have been healed 
through the gift and power of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of. hands, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. ‘The testimony of Jesus, even the spirit of 
; prophesy has been with us, and we have been enriched in counsel, instruc- 

tiv., *“nowledge ‘in the thiiigs of God, so much so that our héaits have 
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to with joy unspeakable, andwe render 
to our Father in heaven for the same. Amen. 
“Ei who coves ou andar has hows 
by Elder P. Srnith’ of this’ myssion. nd. now. as the saints will preceave by ° 
President ‘Brigham Young ’s letter, inserted with the minutes of the confer- © 
ence, we are called upon to arrange arrange the condition of the mission, and 
paréto return to our «This intelligerice would be thought to be 
ous to us, but when we consider the associations we have formed, the many 
warm and honest hearts we must leave behind -us, these, together nw - 
encouraging ‘ofthe work throughout the whole mission, 
loath to leave, et, duty calls and we must obey, in doing so. we anal 
free from the -of the inhabitants of these colonies ; we have used every. 
means in our power to warn them, by. public preaching, private instruction, . 
and distribution of tratts, so that we shall not fear to meet them at the 
deeds done in the body. b 
Therefore in eteabdmiee with ae instruction refered to, we shall . prepare 
to takeour departure from these lands about April next, at which tune,awe 


should be of the company of as many saints as can eee | 
at that has been given to Elders James and John 
Eldridge to return home in August next, with a 
de about that time. . e 

n our first‘epistle we: counselled. the saints to pre} weet 
but in consequence of a number of saints going from A claide, ast heavy 
expenses they must have:incurted in coming Sydney, it was deemed 


wisdom that the com should depart ictaria, this prevented any 
saints in New Soath Wales from. going desired-to go at that time 


avail themselves. of the opportunit with the company lea 
m A yet next. Elder John to, gather 
Saints’at that time. 


The Elders who have thus been rélieved, have _— faithfully 
diligently ‘in the ministery, they have our faith and, p and we. 
‘bless thérty it the nameof Lsraél’s Gods... And. we upon nd 
have ministered the words of life and salvation, to 
‘meane together home to Zion, and the Lord ‘Lond 
ving 


The c ys leaving in ‘Angus and Apiil will depart from New South, 


to all saints, or’ all that ray’ be called to walle 
fally and before: the; Lord in obedience to His 
thet da aside every evil habit, forsaking all that .may cor- 
, seek after. the tiches df eternity, pursue,wisdOm and 
the: ‘books, and by cultivating the spirit.of the 
Lord to ightes up.ye our, mitids, to st and » to 
recogmize submit.to, y your ers, 
assist to roll forth thé work ‘of the. Lord, with, all. 
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present; cee to 


mind, remember that al will be 


' ever sent to the earth ; to gather in one ity all the 

s and powers of the previous dispensation, so that the power and authority 

wer and authority of those be- 

il, for the purpose of accomplishi 

restoration of all things spoken all 

the world began.” It is in this dispensation that the 


possess the blessings of the i, who neglect or disregard the. important 
commandment to gather. on let the saints arouse themselves with deeper 
interest than ever on this im t matter, in all your undertakings seek 
wounsel, and abide the werd of the Lord given unte you by His servant ; let 
not the poor saints forget the fact, that the Lord helps those who help 
themselves ; and let not those whom the Lord has made. trustees of wealth, 
for a season forget that it was through the once poor andi J 
Smith, that they have obtained a knowledge of the gospel, with its powers 
and blessings ; let them not forget that it has been | the faithfulness of 
saints, who have times and again becorne for the gospel sake, having 
the influence of modern acribes been repeatedly 
robbed and plundered oftheir all, and 


imobbs, that they were forced to prairies 
without shelter, not having a place to la it is through the 
faithfulness of sueh, that the church ¢ has been borne along to the 
prevent time, it is their energy, untiring séal and continual sacrifice, that has 
through the mercies of onr Heav been instrumental m estab- 
fishing so far the Ki of God. therm not. that it is through 
the ministrations of the servants of the Lord, who have forsaken al} things, 


‘even houses and lands, wives and children, and who have come 
even without purse and serip te this strange land, and to them 
wot having herem a home or friend, that they have received the gospel. 
$s therefore strictly through the poor, that they have obtained unto 


56 
;.: strength, both spiritually and temporally, and the Lord God of Israel shall 
bless you with every needful blessing. 
* . We would again entreat the mints to use every possible effort in their 
i of Babylon, ere the way becomes more closed than it 
money on that, that neither benefits body or 
1 required for securmg your temporal, yea, 
| and, your eternal salvation, for if you gather not with the saints, and are not 
| admmistered to in the holy ordimances of the house of God, by those who 
| hold the keys of the Holy Apostleship, and who have power to bind on 
eatth, that which will be bound in heaven, you cannot attain unto the bless- 
glory, and exaltation that await such as are thus priviledged. 
4 oved saints, the very.end of this dispensation, which is “the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness ion, all 
He will bring His saints together unto him ; that have made a covenant 
with: Him by sacrifice, these will be gathered in ome on the earth. This 
; dispensation is preeminently a gathering dispensation. The peculiar influence 
of the spirit grven in this dispensation is a spirit to gather, therefore none, 
whatever their . | be, can | the | of the Lord, and 
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ijags they now enjoy through the of salvation ; let them not therefore 
the poor, ut lt them do they eam, to the 
er up such ; if you do this, poor in genaratini 
to come, will rise up to bless you, the servants of the Lord shall bless you,” «. 
and the Lord Himself will bless you even more abundantly than your hearta 
can conceive, We now counsel all saints who have the means to . 
to their business, and order their circumstances, so that they may | 
prepared t to Zion in or about April, 1856. . 
e would now address ourselves to the Governora, J M 
’ to the rulers and people of the Australian calonies, and in the common 
of humanity we would address them as our brethren in the flesh. We 
would therefore brethren, entreat you to consider the times in which we live, 
we see peace and prosperity spreading effulgent influences over 
earth ; a spirit of progress tool: possession of, and was, cultivated by the 
wise and noble amongst the children of men. The divine contem with 
satisfaction, the tolerant spirit of the age and rejoiced in the depth of biblical 
research, in the ication of arts science, to the use of logy, the 
igion of the bible being sustained by the religion of nature, the increased 
ities for the spread of hapwinden, the agency of the 
i ce Societies, ect.; and 
igh, when the spiritual millenni 
when their w | 
men, and nations should learn war no more. The philanthrophist iced 
in the national and local improvements, made for the alleviatjon of | 
ills, and for elevating the physical, mental and moral condition of men, fram. 
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in connexion with these the benevolent politician looked forward to the tir 
when the benefits derived from i d powers of production, would be 
more equitably distributed, so that all would be enabled to avai 


one of you, and be baptized for remission of your sins, : you shail. 
receive the Holy Ghost, (by the lay; on of ) saying, fear God and 
ive glory to for the hour af His j ts is come, and worship Him © 
that made beaven and earth, the sea and the fountain of waters. This vaice 
Joseph Smith, this message was the everlasti 
1 committed to him by the ministrations of holy angels, but the 
said that he was'a liar, impostor, deceiver, ect., and he was , 80 
end, taken by men who should have been fellow citizens, citizens of a 
land, the constitution of which is the most free, the laws of which are the 
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hemselves of the improvements before mentioned, and thus the happiness of 
the mass would be enhanced. But elas, alas, their systems were not fully 
organized, their mellifluous notes of peace peace had scarcely began to vibrate 
in the atmosphere, their joy had not passed the point of enthusiasm, to 
settle in complacency, ere a loud voice is heard, on the Laad in the form of 
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mast equitable of all the ‘nitions of the earth. His life was not taken by 
the ow of the constitution, He was not.exectited by the laws of the land, 
but it was by the ete of ruthless mobochracy, that'set aside the constitu- 


thon, disregarded t 


e laws of bsth God and * 

"The world in the face of his testimony cried, there can be no communica- 
tiéns from the spirit world, there will be no more revelations from. God, 
saying, just as Nephi said they woyld say,a Bible, a Bible, we have a Bible 
we want no more Bible. The world is advancing in intelligence and civili- 
zation, so much that men are not 80 inclined to take up arms against his 
fellowman, the Saviour is not to come on the earth literally, but 1s to rei 
spiritually ; these were the. feelings and sentiments of those who lead the 
public mind twenty-five years ago. 

Since then a mighty change has taken place, hundreds of thousands now 
believe in communications from the spirit world, hundreds of intelligent and 
influential divines believe in further revelation, -and maintain that Elijah 
will be sent, arid thousands believe iti the literal reign of Christ on the earth, 
and in the literal gathering of Israel. ‘”eace has fled from the earth, the 
war whoop is sounded froia nation to:nation. How has this mighty changes 
coine to pass? What has accomplished this mighty revolution ? «Is there 
nothing in all this that indicates that Joseph Smith had truth on his side ? 
Is there nothing in all this to show that he was a prophet of God ; did he 

‘not warn the nations, and declare that the Lord. had said‘that he would call 
upon the inhabitants of the earth, by the voiceof ‘his servants, and by the 
voice of thunders, by tie voice of lightnings, and by the voice of earthquakes, 
pestilence, and famine, have not these things taken place, and are they not 
continually taking place, following in the steps of the servants of the Lord. 
How could Joseph Smith know these things if they were not revealed unto 
hirn ; did he not say that the message givento him should go to every nation, 
kindred, tongue and people, and has it not spread over the earth to the 
astonishment of the inhabitants thereof. Did he not say that those who 
reeeived his m , Should gather to organize and build up the kingdom 
of God, and is not the gathering of the saints a marval to this generation ; did 
he not say. that the blood of the saints should cry from the ground, that they 
should be driven from city to city, and from synagogue to synagogue ; did he 
not say that the gospel or the organization and authority of God’s priesthood 
should be taken from the midst of the gentiles mhabiting the continent of 

America, and that Zion should “ flourish on the hills and rejoice on the. tops 
of the mountains.” Did he not say that the saints should be persecuted : 

that they should have all manner of evil spoken eo them, falsly for the 

_ gospel’s sake, and that the powers of earth and hell should combine for their 


© Sgverthrow, but that they should not prevail, have not all’ these things taken 


e | gas and do they not prove that he was not a liar, imposter, deceiver, 
| c., yes they prove that he was a man of veracity, possessmg wisdom and 
knowledge, even hidden wisdom and knowledge of the times and seasons, 
which the fathér had put or kept in His own power, do not all these corro- 
borate his testimony, that aigels had ministered unto him ; ‘that the 
had given him instruction, and cotinsél, and as to the gospel taught by him, 
which is faith in God and in His Son Jesus Christ, repentance, baptism for 
the remission of sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the laying on of 


hands, is it not the same as was 
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#Preached.by Paul and Peter, 
si And by Jesus Christ their head.” 
And is not the organization of Apostles and Prophets the same. as is set > 
forth in the new Testament, and are not the gifts and blessing he conten 
for the same, that were promised by the Saviour ‘to follow them that believe. 
_ This being the: case are not the authority, doctrine and prophecies of 
Joseph Smith true, they are indeed, this we know by the gift power of 
the Holy Ghost, promised by the Lord through His prophet Joseph Smith, ~ 
to all who should receive this Latter-day Gospel. 
We were also personally acquainted with.the prophet, and knew.him to - 
be a good and virtuous citizen, a tender and affectionate husband and father, 
an Holy Prophet of God, as good a man as ever trod this earth, Jesus Christ 
excepted. 
e now entreat you all to believe and obey this gospel, and you shall 
know for yourselves, that the dectrine is of God. a, to gather with 
us to a place of safety, wherein is peace whilst the inhabitants of the earth 
are disquieted, wherein is ~— whilst distruction is spreading’ over the 
earth, gather to where the prophet of God is, where his temple: is bei 
ae where his angels will minister, where his power will protect 
Gather before the desolating scourges overtake these lands, for the Lord 
has decreed a consumption of the whole earth, He will make it empty and 
void, on account of the inhabitants thereof, who have transgressed the laws, 
changed the ordinances and broken the everlasting Covenant ; in His visita- 
tion these lands will not escape, for He will visit them with tilence and 
tamine, with thunders and lightning, with’ earthquakes, with blood*and with 
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rapine, then escape'before it is too late. % 
_ Our prayer is that God will continue to bless His saints, and al] the honeat 
in heart, and open up their way that they ma gather to Zion, where they 
may walk in the light of the. Lord, and have His righteousness revealed to 
them, from faith to faith, that they may be prepared for His: Kingdom and 


coming. Amen. | 

| AUGUSTUS FARNHAM, 
No. 25, Bank street, Chippendale. JOSIAH W. FLEMING. 
Sydney, July 16th, 1855. sill. 


QUARTERLY CONFERENCE OF THE AUSTRALASIAN MISSION OF THE 
or Jesus Cyrist or Latrer-Day Saints, HELD tN 
Sypney, Juty 1st, 2ND, AND 47H, 1855. 

PRESENT 
President of the Mission,— — 
‘Elder Augustus Farnham, 
Josiah W. Fleming, ©... Counsellor, 
Travelling Elders,— ail 


; 


|. A. P. Dowdle, J. Graham 


John Jones, President, Willi 
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John 8. Eldridge, John M‘Carthy 
William Baxter. ay 
dne Branch,— 

bb and Robert Evans, Counsellors. 


ay _ Hunters River Branch,— 
John Penfold, President, J. C. Penfold and G. Hunter, Counsellors. 
The easy service was opencd with a prelude on the Harmonium 


by Professor Nixon. Meeting opened by singing and prayer, after 


‘which Elder Jones declared the meeting open for the transaction of 


business, when Elder A. Farnham was appointed President of the 
Conference, and Elder J. Jones, Clerk. . 

The President rose and said, Brethren, Sisters, and Friends, we 
have met to transact business pertaining to the kingdom of God. 
The business is both spiritual and temporal. 

The world cannot pretend that they are authorized by God to 


| transact their business, they meet in the name of man, and are guided 


by man’s wisdom, but we meet in the hame wf Jess Christ, the only 
name established on earth by which man can approach 
and receive blessings from Him. [tis in His e that we meet to 
transact such business as will have a tendency to lead us back into 
the presence of God. We have strayed from our Father, and the 
design of the Gospel is to bring us back inte His presence, and 
into the presence of Holy Angels, Men naturally desires to re- 
ceive good when they assemble together, for this end we are assem- 


bied this day, and if we are united as the heart of one man, we shall | 


be blessed, for the Lord has said, that wherever two or three 
thered together in my name, and are agreed as touching the 
things of the kingdom, FT will be there to bless them. 
are as one man, united in heart and mind, what blessings can be 
withheld from us, none that it is wisdom we should receive. If such 
be our feelings, the blessing of our Heavenly Father shall rest upon 
us and our hearts be made to rejoice in the same, if you do not close 
our hearts — them. ur time being short, only being able to 
ve this Hall for one day, we shall be brief and explicit in our bu- 
siness transactions, that we may have time to give and recetve such 
instructions as the Spirit may dictate. My prayer ie that our Father 
in Heaven will be with us and grant us His Spirit to dictate to us, 
that it may be manifest that the Lord is with us, and that through 
the wy sent down. We can do nothing but through the Spirit 
of the Lord. My desire and determination is to do the will of my 
Master until the time shall come for me to retarn home to my Father. 
If we are one no possible blessing that we desire can be withheld 
feom us. This work is, and will continue to roll on, and no power can 
stay its progress until the honest are gathered out. People might as 
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usand try to disthrune Him who ic eternal, as to 
this work. ‘The Saints are increasing and gather- 
1 Kingdoms. May the Lord stay his hand in 
hat we sustain Elder Jolin Jones as President of 
», and William Robb and Robert Evans as his | 
sustain by our faith, aud prayers, and meats 
of the Australian Mission, and Josiah 
Counsel. 
Latter-day Saints 
Revelator, and: Le 
liah M. Grant as his 
» sustain the quorum 
of the Church in Zion 
p stated, that the nex 
that he had 
labouring in New Ze 
vived letters from | 
nd places to pase th 
Hes ; some who at'f 
willing to receive | 
rable extent, man 
but we have but fe 
yet the work is, and 
Lordi 
rdom, and He wil 
> promise is to 
work is p 
company, 
seed with the spirit 
tinuing to roll fortl 
President of that Cor 
iting, bo is craving 
The Lord has a Me 
labours, is frequen there are others wniting’ fi 
ay ts et be baptized. There are cal 


from different jparts of that,colony for Elders, prospects 
for the. prosperity of the work.in that coleny are: 
The president then called apon A. P. Dow who. rose and 
said, brethren and sisters, it with, pleasure . that 'Larise to) ri 
the N. W. Section, or the Hunter's: River District, the work \of the 
Lord is rolling on in, that. section, .during my. labours there Ihave 
baptized seven, others are waiting for our return ; there.are several 
places where the gospel has not yet been preached, arid. many are 
desirous of hearing. the servants of the Lord, so that; there isa 
of a good work being done in that. Conference; have 
ured in’ the neighbourhood of the Allyn. and Patterson Rivers, 

at Maitland and Teachester, the saints are enjoying. the spirit of the 
Lord, and doing’ all in .their power to the rolling forth of His work, 


. they are generally anxious to gather, and to. ry the things that are 


right. . I believe that many more will yet be brought to — in the 
pel, as the saints in that section now do. 

Elder J. S. Eldridge said that he had been travelling in company 
with Elder J. Graham, and. that they. had visited. Camden, Pitt 
Town, Emu Plains, Windsor, and other places, we have been 
truely blessed in our.labours in the work of the Lend, there are 
some searching after the truth, some have united with the Chureh du- 
ring the past three months, if. ‘Elders could continue te travel inthat 
section, I doubt not but that many would unite with the Saints; in 


some places where the inhabitants some time‘ago would not-listen to 


us, they have now desired preaching and.come out to rig ; Mhere 
is-in my opinion an opportunity of doing good. | 
Elder W. Baxter stated that he had: been labouring au a a 
tion. of the last quarter, in company with Elder M‘Carthy, we visited 
the Williams’ and Manning Rivers the fitst two months, these places 
appear very dark; the last month I have been by. myself ope 


gf Teachester, there are man after the truth there, and 


believe that a good work will be done in that.place, providing Elders 
are. sent there ; there are many there who desire preaching. 

Elder J. M‘Carthy said that he had travelled as had bern stated, 
in company with, Elder Baxter, during the’ past month they had sepe- 
rated, Elder Baxter taking one part and.me another, .simee then I 
have visited. the’ Williams’ River and’ Hinton ; I got.an: opening to 

reach at Hinton and baptized four, but since then the door has closed, 
for the landlords warned their tenants that if-they opened their doors 
r the Mormons, ‘their farms would:be taken At. this 
I called on the Rey. Mr.’ Blane and asked pertnission to. preach 
in his church yard after he had dismissed his, congregation, this he. 
refused, 1 vag asked him if he would give me.a rues lodging, this 
he also refused ; | then left him. | 
The President stated that although all. the Elders had not reported 
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Japtisms, yet they: all: had-baptized some, the-aj oiticrease of 
the work in this mission during the last three «months, \was abeat 50. 
It has often been. said that Mormonism was about to fall; but the fact 
was that it was still progressing, and there! was. only one. way to stop 
its ogress, but there is no man or body of men-can dovit,-to accem+ 
plish this they must be able to measure arms with the Almighty, 
they must be able to pluck the eternal from his throne, this no. man 
can do, so that the Lord will continue to bring in the. honest in heart. 
The Clerk at the request of the President read’ the, following 
letter :— ai 


Great Salt Lake City, 
Elder Augustus Farnham, 
. Sydney, Australia. ihe 
Dear Brother, Ter 
es ° I have not received any communication from you for some time 
' past, yet | thought that. ¥ would’ send you a few lines that you may know 
fons continued absence does not’ necessarily involve’ forgetfulness;—Na, 
indeed. If it iv any satisfaction to the elders. who are absent on miasigns to 
have my feelings exercised in their behalf, and could know the facts, they 
would be, abundantly satisfied. I have heard of your faithfulness and. guc- 
cess in the mission to which you have been appointed, and can truly say 
that the Lord has been with you, with his blessing, and bjs spirit has at- 
Bro. William Hyde's health is much improved since his’ return,’ and I 
wish that the Elders when they are not healthy would change their location 
or teturn. So-far’as-you in Australia are concérned, you are at liberty to re- 
turn whenever it suits your convenience, and I ‘shall be most:‘happy to again ~ 
greet you in our mountain home. You:may extend the same invitation to 
all the rest of the Elders. who were appointed from ‘here to that mission. 
You will however organise and regulate matters in the most judicious man- 
ner for the continuance of the work ; but; gather out. the Saints and bring 
them with you as far as you shall be able to do so, leaving a sufficient num- 
ber to continue the work. We find it best to gather out’all the Saints as 
fast as they can consistantly, leaving only labouring Elders im the field: ~ 
We are prospering much as usual in’ ‘the yallies, unusual 
throughout the although the Indians about ‘Larimre; ‘and slong 


our families are all well. Feeling to bless you and _ all) faithful Saints 


Srother in the 
Salvation," 
TIONG. 


The weather is very fine, for the time of year, mason work is going aa. 
The public works are steadily progressing; and much improvement im /both 
city and country. | 
| | remain as ever, 
Your Friend 
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Bider Flemiug nddressed the meet 


the condition of 


the Saints in Zien with of 
that the servants of the Lord had the present 
fying of the 


<ondition and P of these lands, 
Lord was with His servants sod that the rd was performing His 
work and gathering out His Saints. 
Conference nijoureed until 3 p.m. Dismissed with singing a hymn 
and benediction. 
“Adjourned Meeting at 8p.m. 
q Meeting opened by singing a hymn and prayer, when the ‘ares 
| was administered by President A. Farnham and Elder Jones, Presi- 
dient Farnham addressing the meeting. After which, the meeting 
| ‘was addressed b Elder J. Graham. 
| toe journed to 7 p.m. Meeting dismissed with singing 
n and benediction. 
| erence met at 7 p.m. Meetin nging and prayer. 
The meeting was addressed b Elder A. ile, he 
} Jowed with remarks from Elder J. W. Fleming and the President. 
Thove was of he the” Lord with His people 
duriug this day, and their hearts were made to rejoice in the Gospel 
of Christ, and in the teachings of His servants. were a num- 
ber of strangers at the evenin a 
Meeting adjourned until half-past 10 on Monasy Dorin at 103, 
Parramatta street. 
Meeting was dismissed with singing and benediction. 
Adjourned meeting at 103, Parramatta street, on sides July 2. 
the meeting for a short time, when he 
ohana Elder Jones to address the saints, after which there were 
4 children blessed under the hands of the President and Eider 
Fleming, after which followed addresses from Etder Fleming and 
the President ; the meeting ee 7 p.m., it was dismissed by 


benediction. 
Adjourned Meeting aya 
Meeting opened by singing and 
The esting Ses by Fleming, Buide, 


Dowdle, Jones and President Fersham. 

Adjoerned until half-past 10 a.m. Tu 

Meeting dismissed with singing and bene ction. 

_ Adjourned Meeting, Tuesday, July 8, at half-past 10 a.m. 


Mee ned by sin and rayer. 
The President ating , stating that it must be evi- 
as it was 10 himself, fe spirit of the Lord had been 


mi fis was manifest by the lan that had been 
was hy lang only be dictated 


= 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Elder J. W. Fleming telle 
counsel that had been given by the President. The meeting was 
also addressed by Elders Tien M‘Carthy and Baxter. 

Brother Charles F 5 onan of unters River Conference was called 
to the office of a Priest and was ordained under the hands of the 
President and Elders Fleming and Dowdle. | 

Adjourned until.7 p.m. Dismissed by benediction. 

Adjourned at 7 p.m. 

Meeting ned with singing and prayer. 

The Presi + omnia gave counsel to the saints, forcibly dwelling 
on the necessity of living, gt to the revelations given to the 
wr in this dispensation, referred. particularly to the “ word of 
wi 

Adjourned until 7 p.m., on Wednesda 

Meeting dismissed with singing a Hymn and Benediction. 

Adjourned meeting on W nesday, at 7 p.m. | 

Meeting opened with singing and prayer. : 

The President then assigned the Elders their fields of labour. He 
stated that in accordance with President Young's letter, Elders 
Graham and Eldridge had permission to return home with the next 
company, which would leave in August, they would therefore return 
to the places wherein they had beets lat , aid gather ap what 
saints they could, they would also gather means to také them home. 
Elder John M‘Carthy was at lWherty to gather with the next company 
he would therelore visit those with whom he had laboured, to see if 
he ang of. ap, to collect means take 

to Zion, as he, Elder-M‘Carthy, bad endured the heat and burden 
unter’s River District, he had permission to visit 
that section, to obtain assistance of those to whom he had ministered. 
This a tion was to be made under the direction and counsel of 
Elder Dowdle, he, the President, here remarked that an Elder visit- 
ing section,” where another presided, the visiting ‘Sider had no 


<— to call meetings onl y by the connsel of the presiding Elder, 7 


Carthy will therefore be directed in his proceeding at the 
Hunter Rives District, by Elder Dowdle. 
Elder W. Baxter 


Elder Dowdle. 

The teacher, to, the 
ofa: eacher, 
the Dean's fica 


Elder Fleming called’ the 


— --— 


| 


I 
by the-spirit of our father, He counselled the saints to live according | 
to the principles of the <iospel, to roll forth the work by their faitl 
| 
| 


- 


4 


attention of the brethren of the Priesthood, to the manner of ordina- 
| tion’ and confirmation, and’ said that it should not be said “ We lay 
| our hands on thy. head to-Confitm of ordain, as the’ case may be; 
but “‘ We lay ‘our’ hands &c.,and confirm or ordain, and requested | 
the brethren to observe the ordinations that were about to take place. 
| _ These officers being for the Sydney Branch, the President called 
| upon Elder: Fones to assist him in their ordinations, which were pro- 
| ceeded’ with itmmediately: Elder Flemingaddressed the meeting. 
Conference adjourned to the last Sunday in’ Septeniber. — 
| Meeting dismissed with ‘singing and: benedietion.: 
' In this Conference there has been a perfect union of spirit, a dis- 
| position to listen to the word of the Lord, eounsel and instruction has 
| been poured forth -in rich abundance, as-it was dictated by the spirit 
of God, and the hearts of His servants. and saints were made to 
rejoice’ with’ at’ abundance ‘of joy, its hallowing influencé melting 
into tenderness the hearts of His people. It is a season that will long 
be remembered by those present, for which'we feel grateful to our 
Father in Heaven. Amen. 
PARNHAM, 


JOUN JONES, Clerk.: President 


HONESTY. 

“Owe no man anything but to love one anvther, | 
| Honesty is the eve rey: eemnartiens of life, is; lightly esteemed by the 
great of This is evident from ‘the fact that but few, who 


are strictly honest, rise to distinction through the great avenues to popularity 
and influence. Integrity and honour are still the théme of prests, states- 
men, am pr ; but while the shadow remains, the substance has departed. 
"pike the religions of the’ day, they too often serve’ ay a cloak, to hide the 
depravity of corrupt’and’ licentious men. The greater the deformity the 
more ostentatious must be the show of virtue to bidet’ 
. While the ‘merchant cheats the person he deals: with, aud the mechanic 
palrhs upon his customer an inferior article, they sooth their consciences,. 
men Deets: any remaining, with.the idea that they have followed the rules of. 
ade ; though, deception was admisssble, and dishonesty a virtue, because 
everybouly; practised them, The lawyer, while perhaps endeavouring to 
gain the case of his clipt, makes it his pring ipal study how to fleece hirn the 
most effectually. ‘The soldier dies in defence of his Cmrcgat ‘rom privation 
ond sullen while those over him squafider the means which should fur- 
_Many of the sectarion priests of the day,iwho should both teach and prac- 
‘tisé principles do néither.. They lead: ini a 
prominent example of dishonesty, by teaching @ system of falsehoods, instead 
of the great truths df the Bible: whith they profess;to believe; -They. “ preach 
for. hire,” and ; ‘divine: for money ;” thereby, merchandize ‘of ‘the 


af 
» 
a 
| 


47 
of God. Many of those selfumade ministers, 


amples of piety to the people; are the wolVes in sheep's’ 
devour the lambs of the flock tinder sanctity, 9 
The practice of deceiving ch'ldreiis universally’ followed *by 
rents and nurses; ‘and ‘in thts ‘way they ate most effectually taught disHonesty 
from their « radle. Thus contanmnating influence is forced upon the innocent 
pe-iod of childhood, bv’ thése' who should be the guardians of its’ purity.’ 
- Husbands deceive their wives,‘and wives their husbands, ‘not only in thé 
minor matters of every-day life, but by dishonouting ‘their’ bodies by break: . 


Clocking,” 


ing the sacred covenant of mafriagé, and then endeavouring ‘to hide’ their — | : 


shame by falsehood, artifice} and btion. In doing this, thousands have 
severed the only bond which binds them to each other and their posterity ; 
and crushed those sacred affections which are the only ground-work of hap- 
iness and the fountain of eternal lives. ‘The general want of confidance 

eneieand man and man is the natural result of dishonesty, The i 
jealousy and distrust which prevade ‘every association of life, lurk in the 
domestic circle of the peasant, and drive peace from the throne of kings, are 
the canker-worms which is destroying the fountairs of society, and produce- 
ing a general-tendency to anarchy and disorgination. 
his is a dark = of the present condition of man, but dark as it is, it 


If the light of truth had-not again been revealed by direct revelation, ‘ 
save those who have not entirely gone astray, the gloom of eternal dace | 


go forth in the liberty of thé Gospel, ‘which will set us: free from ite ¥ 

and abominations. é proniites of the Lord to the ‘honest in ‘Heatts 

and not to those ‘whd love lies‘axid’ are filled with hypocrisy and deceit:””" We 
seeking” pti 

show themselves in the « 

thoro’ practical, and tends to 


y 
| 
| 

| 
| 
cabularies-of language, which can express the extent of the iniquities now | 
practised in the world. «~The generations of man have been so long begoten 
in eovenant-breaking and tornication, and nursed in dishonesty, that nothing 
but the searching ‘Spirit of truth; can separate from the 'incongrueus ‘Inks of 
depravity the little good that remains, and save it from being swallowed up 
in the general. ruip,. The Father hes declared that none. but. the: pure,m 
spirit can dwell in- His presence. Judging from the present.condition ot 
mankind, if is easy. to see:.the force of the words. of our.Saviour..when he 
said “Strait is the gate,.and narrow is the way which leadeth unto the exal- 
would have toreyer closed around the generations of men. | 
It is the duty of Latter-day Saints, who have received the spirit of truth, 
and discerned the light from.the darkness, so to live as to be an example of 
honesty and Woh eT to the world, and continually show forth the princi- 
ples of life and salvation, in opposition to those of darkness and death. We 
are not of the world, . in ; ; as we cease to walk in its | ; 
ppe DOTA 47 na Nar j rac ar. 
Vice becomes a virtue because it is‘eustomary. Hyprocrisy and deceit are 


